Facts/TV Statistics
“Its’ Just Harmless Entertainment”

Oh really?

Recent Stats-

A new survey conducted by the Pew Research Center showed that 75% of the 1,505 adults polled
from March 17-21 would like to see tighter enforcement of government rules on broadcast content,
particularly when children are most likely to be watching; 60% want broadcast TV indecency standards
extended to cable TV; and 69% want higher fines for media companies.

In a recent (03.20.05) Time Magazine Poll 53 percent of respondents said that they think the FCC
should place stricter controls on broadcast-channel show depicting sex and violence. Sixty-eight percent
believe the entertainment industry has lost touch with viewers’ moral standards. Sixty-six percent said
there is cursing and 50 percent said there is too much sexual content on TV. Forty-nine percent say FCC
regulation should be extended to cover basic cable.

ABC’s Desperate Housewives is the most popular broadcast-network television show with kids
aged 9-12 according to Nielsen stats. It airs at 10/9. (Jan.05) '

According to Nielsen the top TV shows for 12-17 year old girls were: American Idol, The O. C.,
Will & Grace, and One Tree Hill. The top TV show for 12-17 year old boys were: The Simpsons,
Malcolm and the O.C.

2004 Super Bowl: Nielsen estimates that 6.6 million kids 2-11 were watching at about the time
that CBS’s little halftime fiasco developed when Justin Timberlake ripped off a piece of Jackson’s bodice,
exposing her right breast to the nationwide audience. Another 7.3 million teens 12-17 were turned in at
that time as well.

On December 10, 2003, Fox failed to bleep the f~word and the s-word during the Billboard Music
Awards.

= #0f2-11 year old watching = Over 1 million

= #0f12-17 year olds watching = Over 1 million

=  These two groups comprised more than 20% of the total viewing audience.
=  Estimated number of TV homes: 109.6

=  Average time kids spend watching TV each day: 4 Hours

=  Children spend more time watching television than in any other activity except sleep. —Huston
and Wright, University of Kansas. “Television and Socialization of Young Children.”

s 54% of kids have a TV in their bedroom. -Ibid

= 44% of kids say they watch something different when they’re alone than with their parents (25%
chose MTV)

= 66% of children (ages 10 to 16) surveyed say that their peers are influenced by TV shows
®  62% say that sex on TV shows and movies influences kids to have sex when they are too young.

= 77% say there is too much sex before marriage on television






