The Pink Files

The Missouri Veterans Commission wants to get the word out about benefits that veterans and
families of veterans may be eligible to receive. The term “pink files” comes from file folder tabs
that were originally a red color but faded to a pink as the years have passed.

State of Missouri — Veterans Benefits Awareness

Missouri is near 36™ in the nation, in terms of the average Veterans Administration dollars our
vets receive. Our neighboring states of Oklahoma and Arkansas are among the top three in this
category. It is estimated that over 30,000 Missouri Veterans should be drawing over one
hundred million dollars that would make their lives more bearable while boosting our state
economy. The Governor and the Missouri Veterans Eonnmssmn pledge to continue supporting
our state veterans and their needs.

Who qualifies as a veteran eligible for VA benefits?

Eligibility for most VA benefits is based upon discharge from active military service under other
than dishonorable conditions. Active service means full-time service as a member of the Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, or as a commissioned officer of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Current and former members of the Selected
Reserves may be eligible for certain benefits, such as home loan guarantees and education, if
they meet time-in-service and other criteria. Men and women veterans with similar service are
entitled to the same VA benefits.

Are dependents of deceased veterans qualified for VA benefits?

Surviving spouses and dependent children of deceased veterans may be eligible for VA benefits
depending upon the circumstances of the veteran’s death and other criteria. These potential
benefits include compensation for a service-connected death (DIC), death pension, education
benefits, educational loans (CHAMPV A, and home loan guarantees. In some cases, remarried
spouses regain their eligibility for DIC after marriage after the veterans death has been
terminated. Please check with the Veterans Service Office nearest you for more information and
assistance with your claim.

Where can I get free assistance in applying for VA benefits?

The Missouri Veterans Commission has Veterans Service Officers (VSO) throughout the state to
assist veterans and their families with benefits information and claims assistance. The various
service organizations also may have a service officer near you.

Call (573) 751-3779 or visit the website at: www.mvs.dps. mo.gov to locate the VSO nearest you.

How can a VSO help me?

Service officers will work tirelessly until they are sure that all benefits for which a client may be
eligible have been secured. The VSO’s will help in preparation of forms, submitting
applications, answering letters from VA, and providing follow-up on claims for benefits form the
VA. Many clients return often for assistance, and lasting relationships develop.

How do I sign up for VA medical care?

You must enroll in the VA health care system by completing a VA Form 10-10EZ and sending
it, along with a copy of your DD-214 or discharge, to the VA Hospital or VA clinic of your
choice. After vou are enrolled, you may make an appointment for health care. Contact a
Veterans Service Officer near you for VAH eligibility.



Interested in one of the other programs?
The Missouri Veterans Commission has seven State Veterans Homes located in Missouri that
provide quality, skilled nursing care with focus on a community-like environment for veterans.

Missouri Veterans Commission also has four State Veterans Cemeteries in operation. These
cemeteries provide interment for veterans and their eligible dependents ina dignified and
compassionate manner.

To obtain more information about either of these two important veterans programs, call (573)
751-3779 or visit our website at: www mve.dps.mo.gov to locate the Veterans Service Office
nearest you. These VSO’s can also provide assistance in obtaining and completing necessary
forms pertaining to these or any other veteran-related program.

STATE BENEFITS
VA benefits of 100% disabled, service connected veterans and their spouses are not considered
as income for the purpose of determining property tax exemption.

The 60% or more service connected, disabled veteran is eligible for a free fishing license.

Free automobile license plates are available to veterans rated 100% service connected disabled,
those needing adaptive equipment, and former POWSs or surviving spouse of POW.

Veterans may purchase various veterans’ specialty license plates.

The State Merit System awards a five-point preference for veterans seeking employment with the
state.

Tuition-free scholarships for certain surviving family members of veterans who died as a
possible result of exposure to “Agent Orange” or similar toxic chemicals during the Vietnam
War.

Payments made from the Agent Orange Settle Fund to veterans or their dependents are exempt
from state tax.

To honor and serve the veterans
whose dedication and sacrifice
have preserved our nation
and its freedoms.







