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Background:  
China is the oldest continuous major world civilization, with records dating back about 3,500 years.  In Beijing, on October 1, 1949, Mao Zedong proclaimed the founding of the People’s Republic of China (P.R.C.)  The new government assumed control of a people exhausted by two generations of war and social conflict and an economy ravaged by high inflation and disrupted transportation links.  A new political and economic order modeled on the Soviet example was quickly installed.
China is the world’s most populous country and one of the largest producers and consumers of agricultural products.

Shortly after the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, China offered strong public support for the war on terrorism and has been an important partner in U.S. counterterrorism efforts.
People, Religion, Language: 
 Nationality:  Chinese (singular and plural). Officially atheist; Taoism, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam.  Government places restrictions on religious practice outside officially recognized organizations.  Only two Christian organizations – a Catholic church without official ties to Rome and the “Three Self-Patriotic” Protestant church are sanctioned by the Chinese government.    Mandarin language plus many local dialects.

Largest ethnic group is the Han Chinese.

Customs, Holidays, Families:
Chinese New Year is celebrated as the symbol of spring’s celebration continues for about fifteen days. In fact in China, the Chinese New Year is still called the Spring festibal.  It is celebrated after the fall harvest and before the spring planting season.  The date is determined by the Lunar calendar and for 2009, it will begin January 26th.

Other Holidays are:  International Women’s Day (March 8); Tree Planting Day (April 1); Youth Day (May 4) and Children’s Day (June 1).
